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Focus:  

This year conference aims at raising the high awareness on the complex destructive impact of modern wars and conflicts on women and entire populations, discuss the power of change brought by introduction and use of UN Security Council Resolutions on Women, Peace and security” and learn from the personal narratives of exceptional women from many conflict areas on their long road to peace. 

As in the previous years, conference acts as innovative platform for Government representatives, International community, religious leaders, academics, civil society and individual women grassroots leaders to share, learn and together develop most inclusive and advanced policies to address modern challenges.  

Armed conflicts continue to occur in many parts of the world and have escalated over the last decade, changing its nature and impact and the victims of those conflicts are disproportionally civilians.

 While during the First World War, only 5 per cent of all casualties were civilians, during the 1990s civilians accounted for up to 90 per cent of casualties. In contemporary conflicts civilians are targets. Mass displacement, use of child soldiers, and violence against ethnic and religious groups, as well as gender-based and sexual violence, are common. Civilians have been subjected to high levels of violence in contemporary conflicts, including through ethnic cleansing and genocide, torture, mutilation, abduction, amputation, execution, systematic rape as well as scorched earth tactics (such as the destruction of crops, villages and towns, and the poisoning of wells) and civilians have sometimes been used as human shields by combatants and have been forced to flee, leaving behind their family members, their homes and possessions. April 20 2016 report of the UN Secretary General on conflict related violence provides with extensive facts and defines “conflict-related sexual violence” as rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced abortion, enforced sterilization, forced marriage and any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity perpetrated against women, men, girls or boys that is directly or indirectly linked (temporally, geographically or causally) to a conflict. This link with conflict may be evident in the profile of the perpetrator (often affiliated with a State or non-State armed group), the profile of the victim (who is frequently a member of a persecuted political, ethnic or religious minority), the climate of impunity (which is generally associated with State collapse), cross-border consequences (such as displacement or trafficking in persons) and/or violations of the terms of a ceasefire agreement.
The conference aims to examine polices and approaches developed by UN Security Council, UN women other UN bodies and European Institutions.
The situations and field analysis from specific countries’ will be also presented by academia and civil society leaders.

It is almost 17 years passed since famous UNSC Resolution 1325 and other related documents and the new one 2245 Resolution have been adopted that in a very comprehensive way addresses the challenges posed by new security threats and women’s important role in resolving conflicts   and creating communities safe and free from violence. EU has also developed Comprehensive Approach on Women, Peace and Security, which stipulates that an exchange of information between the different actors engaged in the issue should be encouraged and established the Informal Task Force on UNSCR 1325. As regional organization OSCE has been instrumental focusing with a specific security-related context, such as early warning mechanisms, conflict management and mediation, and women’s equal participation in reconstruction efforts as well as providing technical briefings to governments to help them implement the Resolution. The conference aims at analyzing the global impact of these policies as well as situation in the countries of conflict.

Country narratives and individual stories of women’s specific work for peace, roads and methodologies established though the years of work aim at learning and developing specific methodologies for women ‘s participation in various stages of conflict resolution. 

These three interrelated themes from policies to practices in the fields will invest in deeper understanding of the specific situations, common traits and developing targeted policies. 
Conference and Award ceremony will be held in Yerevan on June 7-9  in “Erebuni” hall of


 “Erebuni Plaza” Business Center (26/1 V. Sargsyan Str., Yerevan, Armenia).











The Sixth International Award:


“Young women for peace and prosperity.


Peace starts from your home”








The Fifth International Conference:


“Addressing modern challenges in an innovative way.


Narratives of women peace builders”
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